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Mark: Who is Jesus
Exalting Jesus in Mark

#02 Mark
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Sunday 26 April 2026
Isaiah 421-9	Call to worship… the Creator God will send a servant to bring justice to all the
 				nations, with humility and gentleness.
Hymn		Creator God
Church Matters	
Reading 1	Mark 11-13
Hymn		He is exalted
Sermon:	Significance and authority
[image: ]Hymn		Facing a task unfinished
								
Introduction
Baptism
Many people get the wrong idea of baptism
· Some think being baptized as a baby or infant is what makes you a Christian, being “Christened”
· Some think you should wait until you are older to be baptised and this makes you a Christian
· Some think they should wait for a direct calling from God – a word from the LORD before committing to baptism
· Some think baptism is the first step in becoming a Christian with a 2nd baptism of the Spirit empowering you
· Some think baptism washes away all your guilt, sin and wrongdoing
· Some believe babies and children should be baptised, others believe only believers repented of sin
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So may ideas of baptism, what is baptism and how did Jesus view baptism?
John Mark gives us an insight into baptism and what Jesus did.

Mark
#02 Mark 19-13	Significance and Authority
Context: 
John Mark continues his gospel account utilizing the Apostle Peter’s eyewitness testimony, exploring the big question regarding the identity of Jesus: Who is Jesus?

Mark 11 	Mark tells us straight away in the opening verse who he thinks Jesus is
 		- the Christ		= Greek word for the Hebrew OT word Messiah, the anointed One
 		- the Son of God	= Jesus is God, God’s Son, part of the trinitarian God of the Bible

Mark continues in 16 chapters to provide enough evidence to back up his claim regarding the identity of Jesus.
The title “Son of God” appears 10x in this gospel narrative, with the last announcement coming from a Roman centurion soldier in Mark 1539.

Mark writes to a Roman Gentile audience from Asia Minor and Europe – Mark wanted this people group to understand who Jesus is and why it matters. We too have descended from this people group and is relevant to us as Gentiles.

Mark started with the “gospel of Jesus Christ” = gospel = Greek word = good news, glad tidings, something joyful
This book of the Bible brings to us something good, wholesome and true.

John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus to arrive, John is the messenger God had promised, and God sends His people to proclaim this good news.

Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
Jesus now arrives on the scene from Galilee
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee.

Nazareth	= a small village in the countryside
		= a place of obscurity
		= Jesus lived as the son of a carpenter, Joseph
		= Jesus was born in Bethlehem – the place of his ancestor King David & fulfills OT prophecy – Micah 52
		= a village of nothingness
		- John 146	Nathaniel spoke “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
		= Jesus was raised with a humble background and lived in a village

Galilee		= a region in Northern Israel and part of the Northern Kingdom occupied by Assyrian forces in 722BC
		= Jews were taken into captivity and Gentiles resettled in Galilee region – massive re-settlement program
		= Galilee was a region with mixed people groups: the Jews and the Gentiles
		- John 741	the Jews thought is unthinkable that the Messiah, the Christ would come from Galilee
				They were looking for the Messiah to come from Bethlehem, Royal village of King David
		Yet, OT prophecy did tell the Jews that the Messiah would come from Galilee
		- Isaiah 91-7	God makes a glorious way, the land of Galilee – a great light, a child to be born
				Wonderful counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
				To establish justice with righteousness.
Mark 19		Jesus arrives from Galilee, to fulfill all of God’s promises set in the OT
		God keeps His word and promises made about the Christ, the Messiah

		Jesus, a Jew of royal descent and lineage comes from a Gentile region of Israel to start his ministry
		Jesus ≈ 30 years old and spends ≈ 3 years in ministry

Mark records the baptism of Jesus and what immediately follows:

1. The significance of Jesus baptism
2. The authority of Jesus


[bookmark: _Hlk149248095]1. The significance of Jesus baptism.
Mark 19-11
Mark narrates John the Baptist baptizing Jesus – wow!!
Baptism of Jesus in 3x gospel accounts:
· Matthew 313-17
· Mark 19-11
· Luke 321-22

Matthew & Luke give us more detail and information regarding the actual baptism, what happened, who was there, etc.
Mark is economical with the description because he has a reason to include Jesus Baptism = it points to a greater significance.

Mark 14		Consider John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins
		Yet, the Bible tells us that Jesus never sinned, he remained untainted from sin

Hebrews 414-15	The writer of Hebrews explains that Jesus, the Son of God, is without sin
		Jesus can sympathize with our weaknesses	- Jesus grew tired and weary
								- Jesus was hungry
								- Jesus had good friends betray him & turn away from him
								- Jesus knew what it was like to work hard with his hands
 								- Yet Jesus did not sin against a holy, righteous God

1 Peter 221-25	Peter writes that Jesus suffered for you but committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his speech
		Jesus did not sin or commit sinful behaviour

1 John 35	Jesus appeared to take away sins, how? 	- there is no sin in Jesus            
								- Jesus had no sin to deal with

So, why was Jesus baptized?
If Jesus was sinless, why did he need to be baptized?	A good question.

1. To fulfill all righteousness
Jesus gives us the answer in Matthew’s account of this baptism
Matthew 315	John the Baptist objected to Jesus being baptized, surely John needed to be baptized
 		“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
Jesus submitted to the will of God in the plan of salvation
Jesus identified with ordinary people, sinners he came to save from their own sins
Jesus fulfilled all righteousness – the one sinless, righteous person who would die on a cross for the sins of the world

2 Corinthians 521	“For our sake he [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become  			the righteousness of God.”

2. God authenticates the identity of Jesus in baptism
Mark 110-11
Mark uses a common word in his gospel narrative – ‘immediately’ = Greek = euthos 	= at once, instantly
 											= straightaway
As Jesus comes out of the water, immediately the heavens are opened
“torn open” 	- 2x in Mark’s gospel do we see this phrase
 		- Mark 110b	here at his baptism
 		- Mark 1538	curtain of the temple is torn in two, top to bottom
		- Mark describes how God intervenes in human history by opening to reach down on humanity
 		- God opens up heaven to authenticate Jesus identity
 		- it’s always good to have your identity verified – you are who you claim to be
 		- someone authenticates who you are
 		- so meaningful as a parent authenticates you as their son or daughter – visiting parent hospital, care

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased”
God authenticates the identity of Jesus with heartfelt words of affection and affirmation
John Mark is correct in his assessment of who Jesus is “the Son of God”
Mark gives us a credible witness from God himself, God the Father, the creator of the world = my beloved Son

This affirmation is made 3x in gospels	- Mark 110b	Baptism of Jesus
					- Matthew 175	Transfiguration of Jesus before 3 disciples
 					- John 1228	Before a crowd of people 

we have a trinitarian God	- God the Father
 				- God the Son
 				- God the Hoy Spirit
God affirmed His love for His Son, because Jesus is part of the trinity of God
Jesus was sent by God the Father with a plan, a mission to save sinners and reconcile them back to God
Jesus was affirmed by God because Jesus is the Son

Hebrews 13	He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe  		by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 			majesty on high”

At the baptism of Jesus, every person of the Trinity is seen	- God the Father 	- speaks from heaven affirm
 								- God the Son		- in the person of Jesus
 								- God the Spirit		- descends upon Jesus

Jesus was baptized to fulfill God’s righteousness in saving sinners from their sin and to affirm the identity of Jesus
This was done visibly and audibly
· Visibly	- the Spirit of God descends upon Jesus to anoint Jesus’ ministry and life
· Audibly	- God the Father speaks from heaven to affirm His Son


2. The authority of Jesus.
Mark 112-13
The next verse is a strange verse “The Spirit immediately drove him out”

Mark uses a strong word in the Greek = ekballo	= to drive out, to expel send out by force
						= the Holy Spirit sends out Jesus
						= was Jesus sent out against his own will?	No
						= Jesus obeys the direction of the Spirit – they work in harmony
Why was Jesus sent out into the wilderness?

3x gospels narrate this scene
· Matthew 41-11	- Matthew gives us more detail and the 3x questions Satan asks
· Mark 112-13	- Mark gives us the shortest narrative for a reason
· Luke 41-13	- Luke gives us each accusatory question “If you are the Son of God” x2

Mark 113b	“being tempted by Satan”
		What does that mean?
		Tempted = Greek = peirazo	= to test, try to trap
						= present continuing sense, ongoing
						= means Jesus was tested and continued to be tested by Satan
						= Satan continued to test Jesus	- through unbelief of the crowds
 										- through religious leaders’ hatred
 										- through direct contact with sickness
 										- through direct contact with demonic spirits

Satan is real, a fallen angel, (Luke 1018) who disguises himself as an angel of light
2 Corinthians 1114	- deceives people into thinking he is good, represents God

John 844		- Jesus speaks to the Jews about their identity, they claim to be Jews but don’t follow God the Father
 
 			“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from 			the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 				speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

			- Jesus knows who the devil, Satan is and he is described by Jesus as a murderer, liar and no truth

This fallen angel wants to test and trap Jesus to use his own power for selfish reasons, for self-preservation and for self-glory to have power & dominion over nations. 
If successful, Satan would derail God’s plan to save humanity and reconcile humans to a holy, righteous God

Everything was a stake – if Jesus had yielded to temptation, testing and entrapment it would mean Jesus served Satan
Satan would have the victory, and we would never be reconciled to a loving, holy and righteous God.
Jesus overcame through His authority over Satan and the fallen world that Satan seeks to manipulate and control

Jesus has the authority to say no to Satan’s entrapment and say no to self-centered desires
Jesus came to serve and to die on a cross to save sinners.
Nothing that Satan tried would deflect Jesus from his mission.




Conclusion
So, what!!
At Costa Coffee, seeing people drinking coffee, chatting, smoking vapes outside and shopping
What difference does the baptism and testing of Jesus make?

Apparently, nothing – many people ignore Jesus and see no relevance in their lives
Why?

John 1240		Jesus describes why the identity and significance of Jesus coming into this world means nothing to 			people. Jesus cites Isaiah as to why people will not see the truth and listen.

			“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand 			with the heart, and turn, and I would heal them.”

Acts 2826-27		In Rome, Paul cites Isaiah in the same way Jesus cites Isaiah 69-10

			“Go to this people, and say, “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but 			never perceive.”	
 			For this people’s heart has grown dull and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they 			have closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their 			heart and turn, and I would heal them.”	

2 Corinthians 44	“In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 			light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”


So, what do we do?
· Pray		- pray that God would open people’s eyes to the truth and soften hardened hearts to receive
· Listen 		- to people, observe, see what they fill their lives with
· Look 		- for gospel opportunities to speak words of truth and explain the gospel
· Proclaim	- be strong and courageous to speak the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God

Above all, don’t be afraid and allow God to work a work of grace in someone’s heart





Hymn		Facing a task unfinished
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